CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSTIY WOMEN’S BOAT CLUB
ELY RIVER GREAT OUSE ROWING USERS’ SAFETY PROTOCOL. 
Listed below are a set of measures that should help keep the number of 'incidents' involving crews to a minimum. It should be read and applied in conjunction with the ARA Water Safety Code http://www.ara-rowing.org/render.aspx?siteID=1&navIDs=1,249,250  and the map of the river (at Ely Boathouse) showing bridges, danger spots and turning points. 

Please remember that local rules of navigation apply and that all craft should proceed on the starboard (right) side of the river. You have no priority over other craft so always assume that they will NOT give way and you must.

1. When passing through bridges take the starboard bank arch, in both directions of travel.  Note it may be necessary to drop rowers/sides out entirely in order to get round some corners / bridges, especially in VIIIs.
2. When on corners note cruisers may be oncoming and may not be on the correct side of the river.  Exercise caution.

3. When passing through the stone bridge before the Adelaide Course always take the central arch.
4. Do not overtake immediately before any bridge; 2 crews cannot fit through a single arch on any bridge at Ely so all manoeuvres must be complete beforehand.
5. Do not spin/easy in front of crews without first requesting permission.  Always check it is safe to turn, then spin as quickly as possible. 

6. Avoid sitting around in the spinning areas once you have turned. 

7. Be courteous to other rowers, river users and members of the public.  Take care to demonstrate a good example towards CUBC & CULRC.  Steer around anglers’ rods where safe to do so.
8. Safety considerations may mean that you have to curtail a piece of work if you are side-by-side and encounter crews coming up.  If side-by-side crews doing pieces are oncoming be prepared for avoiding action if they have not seen you.
FINALLY:

READ, BE FAMILIAR WITH and OBEY the ARA WATER SAFETY CODE
